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Geologist sues UPR, PREPA over firing

By LAVONNE LUQUIS
Of The STAR Staff

Geologist William McCann
filed a $400,000 civil rights suit
Wednesday against officials of
the University of Puerto Rico
and Puerto Rico Electric
Power Authority.

McCann charges he lost his
job as head of the Seismic
Network after he spoke out
against a proposed coal-burn-
ing plant on a radio show in
October, citing its nearness to
a seismic fault.

The Seismic Network, oper-
ated by the UPR at Mayaguez,
‘is composed of 21 seismic sta-
tions in Puerto Rico and the

§ Virgin Islands which record

earth tremors. McCann was
reponsible for the mainte-
nance of the stations and its
recording site. He was also
. responsible for public educa-
tion about earthquake haz-
ards, the suit said.

The suit claims that
McCann’s right to free speech
was violated by UPR Maya-
guez Chancellor Alejandro
Ruiz, geology department
‘head Alan Smith, and profes-
sors James Joyce, Alejandro
Soto, Johannes Schellekens
and David Larue.

PREPA Director Jose del
Valle and his planning direc-
tor, Orlando Anglero, are also
named as defendants in the
suit. Del Valle refused to com-
ment on the suit Wednesday.

McCann contends that
PREPA fried to influence the
Seismic Network to endorse
the power plant through the
geology department, with

which PREPA has a consult-

ing contract. >

After the radio show and
the press coverage it generat-
ed, Smith imposed a gag order
on McCann, the suit said.

Despite the consequences of
opposing the .power plant,
McCann ifsists he would do it
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Seismologist William McCann, who filed a suit in federal
court Wednesday claiming his right of free speech has
been violated at the UPR Mayaguez campus.

all over again.
“My personal stand against

the plant has become firmer °

because of a detailed investi-
gation of the earthquakes that
have occurred in that area,”

. interview Wednesday.

The Mayaguez Municipal
Assembly is holding public
hearings on the $450 million
300-megawatt plant Cogent¥ix
intends to build in Puntal Al-
garrobo, Mayaguez, facing)the
Mayaguez Bay. AR

McCann, meanwhile, ; had
hoped to hold his own qlt{t(he
university without goi g to
court. .

“This has gone on fbr 10
months,” he said. “And it'Has
been 10 months of agony just’
trying to find a way to avoi¢ a
lawsuit. I'm doing this begause
I feel that I have no recourse
left.” R -

Geology department head,
Smith was not willing to djs-
cuss McCann’s suit. :

“Until I speak to my la:y«?y}f‘
I would not like to comment,
especially now that it’s’gome
to court,” Smith said Wednes-
day. 319311

In the past, Smith! ia%
claimed that McCann fuglpd
earthquake fears to garmer
support for a $6 million ;yp;
grade of the Seismic Network.

Chancellor Ruiz, whg as-
sumed his post in July, could
not be reached for com%l}ent
Wednesday. ¢ et

McCann's $6,000-a-year cap-
tract at the Seismic Network
was not renewed when it fek-
pired on May 31. He! haé
taught at Mayaguez since 1988
and is up for tenure review
this year. nived

In his suit, McCann asked
the court to order the UPR fo
reinstate him as Seismic Net-

~ work director. He also asked

for “the immediate cessation
of all retaliatory actions”

he said during a tclephone  against him. .




